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By Maria Doksil

Most Malaysians take
water supply for granted,
but many villagers in the
remote interior of Sabah do
not have that basic
necessity. For them,
obtaining clean water
involves making an
arduous daily journey.

The Coca-Cola Company
and British youth
development charity
Raleigh, which works with
young people from
different backgrounds and
nationalities, is currently
working with some of the
villagers towards
providingthem with access
to fresh water, in
partnership with the Sabah
State Government.

The Company teamed up
with Raleigh in Malaysia
in 2006 to carry out a pilot
project to install a Gravity
Water Feed System in Kg
Paus, Ranau District.

The villagers, who
previously trekked for
miles each day to get their
water from a river, now
have access to a clean and
fresh supply after a team of
Raleigh volunteers funded
by The Coca-Cola Company
spent  three weeks
installingthe system which
draws water from a source
some 3km from the village.

Currently, many of the
communities in the Ranau
District do not have any
proper form of clean water
supply. It is wusually
collected from rainfall in
large tanks or drums or
carried from distant water
sources.

Ranau is a large district
which includes Mount
Kinabalu and the market
garden area of Kundasang.

The residents of another
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Clean water miles away

While most Malaysians take easy access to clean water supply for granted,
many villagers in rural Sabah have to trek for miles to source it.

Datuk Ewon Ebin, Minister of Industrial Development, welcomed by the Rugading’s Gravity Water Feed System
project managers to officiate the opening ceremony on April 13.

Peter Pang with the Raleigh Borneo volunteers during the Gravity Water Feed

System launching ceremony in in Kg Paus.

village, Kampung
Rugading, which islocated
about 135km from Kota
Kinabalu and just 12km
from Ranau town, had to
abandon their homes in
2004 due to a lack of clean
water supply.

However, following the
completion of the Gravity
Water Feed System in the
picturesque village
recently, the 350 villagers
are very excited about
moving back.

They currently live with
relatives and friends in a
nearby village, Kampung
Kinopulidan, which is
equipped with electricity
and water supplies.

The Muslim and
Christian villagers are of
the ethnic Dusun Ranau
tribe and are mainly
farmers who produce rice,
fruits and vegetables.

Some work in nearby
rubber plantations and a
smallnumber of them work

Jim Clements, Country
Director of Raleigh Borneo.

in government and private
institutions. The
communityleadersarealso
trying to promote the
village as a tourist
destination, with a nearby
hot spring and waterfall as
the main attractions.

The Gravity Feed Water
System projects in these
communities involve a
detailed survey of the
villages and areas to
ascertain where pipingand
taps should be placed as

Kadri (right)
receiving a
gift from
Ewon during
the launching
ceremony.

well as locating a suitable
source.

Sources are generally
several kilometersfromthe
villages and are in hard-to-
reach areas.

Once a source has been
identified, it is dammed
using wire cagesfilled with
rocks and/or cement.

Piping is then laid to
several reservoir tanks
which enable a head of
pressure to be established
as well as to cope with
periods of high demand.
Fromthesetanks, pipingis
then laid into the village
and this will usually
involve digging the pipe
into shallow trenches to
avoid it being damaged.

Finally connectors and
taps are installed as the
system is established
within the community to
provide the most efficient
supply. During the whole
process, the local
communities assist with
the work and are taught
how to maintain their
system in order to provide
a sustainable solution to
their water requirements.

Mohamed Kadri
Mohamed Taib, Director of

Public Affairs and
Communications of Coca-
Cola Malaysia, said,

“Water is at the very core
of what Coca-Coladoes and
the responsible use of that
resource is very important
to us. By providing these
rural communities with a
proper water supply, one
of life’s basic needs, we are

Another income
source for
Kampung
Rugading
villagers.

helping to ensure
sustainable livelihood, a
more optimistic futureand
reduce the proportion of
people who do not have
access to basic sanitation.

“This is in line with the

U.N. Millennium
Development Goals to
reduce by half the

proportion of people without
accesstosafedrinkingwater
by 2015 and to stop
unsustainable exploitation
of water resources.

“By helping to extend
access to essential
services to the less
fortunate, we are also
creating a new lifeline to
those who need them the
most, such as the
communities in Ranau.
This is in line with Coca-

Cola’s philosophy and
vision to contribute
positively and help

improve the communities
it operates within.
Wehave tobe an integral
and functioning part both
in perception and reality
in every community in
which we operate,” said
Kadri.
Meanwhile, Jim Clements,
Country Director of Raleigh

Borneo, says : “It is
wonderful to be able to help
the villagers return to their
homes, which they had to
abandon when the
community faced a water
crisis. But they now have a
new source of fresh, clean
water which will bring new
life back to Kampung
Rugading,”

“Working with the
volunteers led by the
project managers Jean
Young, Fiona Kendall and
Sarah Potts, the villagers
have also learned how to
maintain the system as a
sustainable solution to
their water requirements.

“Weare extremely proud
to be involved in such a
worthwhile project. The
community has been very
welcoming and supportive
towards us and we are
delighted  to have been
able to contribute to
improving their lives
here,” he said.

Raleigh works with
young people from a
diversity of backgrounds
and nationalities to
encourage them to reach
their full potential by
undertaking challenging
projects around the world.

Thai woman killed in house fire

KUALA LUMPUR: A
Thai woman was found
dead on a bed after
firemen doused the flame
at her double storey
house at Jalan Hijau,
Green Valley, Batu Arang
near Rawang early
yesterday.

Amira Watana
Abdullah, 38, whose body
was found on a bed, was
believed to have been
trapped in her bedroom
in the fire which broke
out at about 2am.

Her body was sent to the
SungaiBuloh Hospital for
a post-mortem.

Her husband escaped
with slight injury in the
fire by seeking shelter in
atoiletand was given out-
patient treatment at the
same hospital.

Afire-engine with eight
firemen and an officer
from the Batu Arang fire
and rescue station
arrived at the scene at
2.20am and took more
than two hours to
completely douse the
flame which damaged the
top floor of the house.

Gombak District Police
Chief ACP Abdul Rahim
Abdullah said a 42 year-
old man had been
detained to assist Police
investigations into the
incident.

Meanwhile a 25-year old
Indonesian
washerwoman was found
dead in the nude on a
mattress in a house in
Plaza SriSinar, Segambut
yesterday.

Her body was found by

her employer at about
5pm after she did not
show up for work in the
morning at a shop in
Kepong.

Initial investigation
revealed that she had
been stabbed in her left
ribs.

Sentul Police District
Chief ACP Zakaria
Pargan said the victim
who lived alone was
believed to have been
dead for less than 24
hours.

“There were no signs of
a break-in and we are
investigating under
Section 302 of the Penal
Code and are looking for
a motive,” he said.

Zakaria also said Police
would view CCTV tapes
in the area. - Bernama

Workshops to provide training and support to dealers
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currently targeting a
RM100,000 total sales mark
forthe Star Cruisetripnext
year.

Tan Chun Fah, 38, from
Kota Marudu, one of the
best dealers for Avon
cosmetics products in
Sabah, joined Avon in 2001
and also used the products
personally. She started
with a capital of around
RM500 to RM1,000 and is
still active in the business
until now.

With the net profit she
gained from selling Avon
products for eight years,
she managed to buy a car
and used the car to
distribute the products
around her district. Now
sheisaSales Leader in her
district with no less than
100 people in her down-line
and an income of up to
RMS6,000 per month. Aside
from the bigfigure income,
she has also visited both

Italy and Spain through
Avon sponsorship.

Tan, who also has a
boutique to manage, has
not denied coming across
minor obstacles in
expanding her Avon
business such as having a
quota of new customers to
fill per day. But with strong
determination and effort,
she managed to overcome
them and dedicate herself
tobecomesuccessful inthis
field.

Fitri, Julia and Tan were
among top achievers
joining some 150 dealers at
a beauty workshop
organized by Avon at Le
Meridien yesterday to
enhance their skills on
using Avon products

Themed “Elevate your
Beauty”, the workshops
are open to all dealers
nationwide and will be held
insixlocationsthroughout
Malaysia.

The dealers were excited
tomeetrenowned make-up
artist Zul Fadli, who has
been in the industry for
about 15 years and made
up various celebrities,
namely Erra Fazira, Nora
Danish and Sabah AF
contestants, Linda and
Marsha.

Avon Cosmetics
Malaysia Public Relations
Manager, Elaine Aisyah,
who was also presentat the
event said a similar
workshop had been held in
Kuala Lumpur last week.

They are in Kuching
today for the same purpose
and the next workshops
will be in Johor Bahru,
Kota Bharu and
Georgetown,” she said,
adding that the series of
workshopsispartof Avon’s
commitment to provide
training and support to its
growing number of active
dealers in Malaysia.
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